Let E denote the set of all those points of 3Q at which a prescribed Wiener condition is satisfied. The main aim of the paper is to prove [under the assumptions (7) and (8) [Z] , existence of a solution is established when ( 1) is the Euler equation of a variational integral. In [MA] Maz'ja dealt with the existence and boundary regularity of weak solutions, but only for equations whose structure is similar to In [GZ] it was assumed that a weak solution was given to an equation in divergence form with general structure and continuity was established at those boundary points where the Wiener criterion is satisfied.
In the present paper, the functions ai and b are assumed to satisfy the following growth conditions. In these a, ~, v are constants, such that
The conditions are required to hold for all x E SZ, Conditions (7) and (8) are similar to those used by other authors to investigate the Dirichlet problem for equations in divergence form, cf [GT] , [LU] . However, their primary concern is to find solutions smooth up to the boundary for the Dirichlet problem. Thus, if their methods and results are particularized to the problem of finding solutions which only need to be continuous at the boundary, their hypotheses regarding boundary regularity are unnecessarily strong. Typically, Q is assumed to satisfy an exterior sphere condition at every point of the boundary [GT] , Theorem 15.19. We use the same a as in (7) and (8) [MA] and was also used in [GZ] .
S PECIAL S ETS OF FUNCTIONS
We now develop the properties of certain special functions which occur when investigating continuity at the boundary of solutions to (1). The discussion given here is perhaps more general than is needed in the present paper, but the full generality will be needed for subsequent articles on obstacle problems.
Throughout the paper, we will employ the familiar notation (Q 
In the following let 2 . .11. LEMMA. -Let 03B1 E ( 1, oo), C > 0 and 9 E (0, x (a -1)). Then there exists a positive constant E, depending only on n, a, C and 6 and such that for xo E R", p E (0, 1] and (x, z, p) E S2 x R x R ".
Proof. -Let Q and (a, b) be as described. Let Vol. 4, n° 5-1987. 
